Cuitural Colnfrunities

Wichita, Kansas, is a society of diverse communities, each contributing to the vibrant tapestry of the city’s identity. From historic
neighborhoods to thriving cultural centers, Wichita is home to a rich array of ethnicities, traditions, and customs. Let's explore some
of the cultural communities that make Wichita a truly unique and immersive city:

NATIVE AMERICAN COMMUNITY

With Wichita named after a native tribe, the area has been home to several tribes for thousands of years. Today, the community thrives
through organizations like the Mid-America All-Indian Center. Powwows, cultural events, and educational initiatives underscore Native
Americans’ enduring contributions to Wichita's cultural landscape.

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

Comprising individuals and families from Germany, Ireland, England, Poland, and other countries, this community’s rich traditions and
customs are celebrated through heritage festivals, cultural organizations, and ethnic enclaves throughout the state.

HISPANIC AND LATINO COMMUNITY

As one of the fastest-growing demographics in the city, the Hispanic and Latino community has roots reaching back to the early
20th century. This community is now celebrated through vibrant festivals, the establishment of the Nomar Center, and its numerous
contributions to the city’s cultural and economic life.

AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY

The city's African American community has a rich history dating back to its founding. This heritage is celebrated in areas like the
Historic Dunbar Theatre District, The Kansas African American Museum, Chester |. Lewis Reflection Square Park, and a statue
commemorating the 1958 Dockum Drug Store Sit-In.

ASIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY

This diverse group includes Vietnamese, Chinese, Korean, and Filipino ethnicities. The Wichita Asian Festival and the local chapter of
the National Association of Asian American Professionals (NAAAP) celebrate and enhance the city’s cultural and economic vitality.

MIDDLE EASTERN COMMUNITY

This community includes individuals from Lebanon, Syria, Irag, and Iran. Family-owned restaurants and cultural festivals featuring
music, dance, and art add a distinctive flavor to Wichita's culinary and artistic scene.

LGBTQO+ COMMUNITY

Supported by organizations like The Center of Wichita, Wichita Pride, Proud of Wichita, and the LGBT Chamber of Commerce, this
vibrant and resilient community is celebrated through PRIDE festivals, community events, and inclusive spaces that foster a sense of
belonging.
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