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BUILD HOUSING

REDESIGN DOUGLAS

INVEST IN 
PERFORMING ARTS

CREATE CULTURAL 
TRAIL

ACTIVATE RIVER

START DOWNTOWN 
SHUTTLE



ENCOURAGE
NEW HOUSING

Block 296, Portland, OR



• Not enough housing downtown to 
support daily amenities like a 
grocery store or a pharmacy

• New uses like Wichita Biomedical 
Campus and Heartspring  will 
require housing to support 
students, faculty, and staff

ENCOURAGE NEW HOUSING

Solution? Expand development 
tools to encourage new housing.

Columbus, OH has added over 8,000 new housing units downtown since 2020.



REDESIGN
DOUGLAS AVENUE

Hohman Ave Vision, Hammond, IN (Under Construction)



• Douglas is overbuilt for cars

• Wichitans  don’t walk around 
downtown

• Different users compete for space 
on narrow sidewalks

REDESIGN DOUGLAS AVENUE

Solution? Let’s redesign 
Douglas Avenue to prioritize 
pedestrians from Washington 
to Main

Lancaster, CA recently designed their main street to choose people over cars.



Douglas and Emporia Today, Looking West



Douglas and Emporia in 2035, Looking West



ACTIVATE
THE RIVER

Omaha RiverFront , Omaha, NE



• Downtown buildings turn their 
backs to the river

• The river doesn’t feel like a 
destination – no opportunities to 
eat, drink, play along the river.

ACTIVATE THE RIVER

Solution? Let’s add more 
green space, retail kiosks, new 
housing, and food/beverage 
along the river. Chicago Riverwalk features retail and dining to help activate the riverfront.



CREATE
DOWNTOWN DESIGN 
STANDARDS

Country Club Plaza, Kansas City, MO



• Storefronts and ground floors 
often don’t engage passersby

• Buildings don’t have awnings to 
protect from sun, wind, rain

CREATE DESIGN STANDARDS

Solution? Downtown design 
standards offer pointers on how 
to construct new buildings or 
retrofit old ones to encourage 
more vitality downtown. Boise, ID created detailed design standards that set ideal conditions for downtown 

buildings, such as block frontages by building type.



START
DOWTOWN 
SHUTTLE

Downtown San Antonio Shuttle, San Antonio, TX



• Lack of high frequency transit to 
downtown points of interest

• Transit Center relocation to The 
Hub in Delano moves public transit 
further from the core

• Downtown route needs to offer a 
unique experience

START DOWNTOWN SHUTTLE

Solution? Start a high -
frequency downtown shuttle 
loop that runs every 5-10 mins.

Las Vegas, NV and many other downtowns have started electric shuttle services that 
offer easy ways to get around downtown.
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